Marlin Equity Partners Acquires Majority Stake in
Talkwalker to Drive Global Growth
Acquisition helps accelerate Talkwalker’s international expansion of its leading
AI-powered listening and analytics software.
LUXEMBOURG and NEW YORK, January 11, 2018 – Talkwalker, a leading global listening
and analytics company, is pleased to announce that a majority stake in the company has
been acquired by Marlin Equity Partners (“Marlin”), a global private equity firm with over
$6.7 billion of capital under management. The acquisition allows the software company to
leverage Marlin’s operational resources and expertise in growing technology businesses.
Talkwalker’s founders and management team will continue to lead the company during
this exciting new stage of growth, with a focus on accelerating product innovation and
international expansion.
Utilized by over 1,000 clients, Talkwalker’s state-of-the-art multi-tenant cloud platform
uses AI-powered technology to analyze images and text in 187 languages across social,
online and traditional media. The company’s social listening and analytics software allows
brands and agencies to prove the impact of their communication efforts through real-time
analytics across all channels, putting customers in full control of performance measurement,
brand reputation and promotion.
“We are excited to partner with Marlin as we enter a new phase of development as the
leading provider of listening and analytics to the PR and marketing industry,” said Robert
Glaesener, CEO of Talkwalker. “Our focus on AI-powered features, global expansion and
strategic acquisitions should provide our clients with a major competitive edge and ensures
that they have access to the best technology on the market to protect, measure and promote
their brands worldwide.”
Talkwalker anticipates growing its international footprint beyond its four existing offices in
Luxembourg, New York, San Francisco and Frankfurt, with plans to add 100 new employees
during this expansion process. Accelerating the development of the company’s AI and
machine learning capabilities also remains a priority. With further enhancements to recent
innovations such as image recognition and advanced sentiment analysis already in the
pipeline, Talkwalker is set to revolutionize the communication industry’s ability to monitor
brand reputation and measure performance.
“The social media analytics market is continuing to experience significant tailwinds as a
rising number of users adopt social media and an increased share of advertising spend shifts
towards social media platforms,” said Shawn McMorran, a partner at Marlin. “Talkwalker’s
solutions are at the forefront of connecting customers’ social initiatives with real-time
business insights and we look forward to helping the company accelerate its growth by
pursuing both organic and inorganic expansion opportunities, while continuing to deliver
exceptional service and value to existing customers and partners.”
EY, Tenzing Partners and Arendt & Medernach provided support to Talkwalker during the
acquisition process.

About Talkwalker
Talkwalker is a listening and analytics company that empowers over 1,000 brands and
agencies to optimize the impact of their communication efforts. The company provides
businesses with an easy-to-use platform to protect, measure and promote their brands
worldwide, across all communication channels. Talkwalker’s state-of-the-art social media
analytics platform monitors and analyzes online conversations on social networks, news
websites, blogs and forums in 187 languages. The company is headquartered in Luxembourg
and has offices in New York City, San Francisco, and Frankfurt. For more information, please
visit www.talkwalker.com. Talkwalker is also the home of Talkwalker Alerts and Talkwalker
Free Social Search.
About Marlin Equity Partners
Marlin Equity Partners is a global investment firm with over $6.7 billion of capital under
management. The firm is focused on providing corporate parents, shareholders and
other stakeholders with tailored solutions that meet their business and liquidity needs.
Marlin invests in businesses across multiple industries where its capital base, industry
relationships and extensive network of operational resources significantly strengthen a
company’s outlook and enhance value. Since its inception, Marlin, through its group of
funds and related companies, has successfully completed over 100 acquisitions. The firm
is headquartered in Los Angeles, California with an additional office in London. For more
information, please visit www.marlinequity.com.

